October 8, 2009

Mr. Mike Savage, MP

Dartmouth-Cole Harbour

Ottawa Office – Room 449

Confederation Building

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Dear Mr. Savage:

Thank you for your letter following up on our conversation of September 12, 2009 regarding the request made to the Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) to include crosswalk flags in the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada (MUTCDC).  The following paragraphs summarize our remarks.

As we explained, TAC is a neutral forum that, through the extensive volunteer network of experts, develops guidelines and best practices for road transportation in Canada.  TAC’s documents have legislative authority only when adopted as such by a provincial authority.

The UMTCDC provides guidance regarding the use of devices for the control of traffic and the provision of information to drivers and other road users.  It is overseen by the traffic Operations and Management Standing Committee (TOMSC), which was asked to consider including crosswalk flags as a traffic control device.  As we discussed, the TOMSC did not support that addition to the national manual but it did not offer advice about the merits of crosswalk flags at particular sites in Halifax.  The MUTCDC encourages uniformity of practices across Canada but acknowledges that local conditions and local engineering expertise may require different tools and practices to be implemented locally.

As we mentioned, TAC and TOMSC have a number of ongoing initiatives relating to road safety.  In particular, we discussed the project being developed to update our Pedestrian Crossing Control Manual.  That work will include reviewing existing pedestrian crossing control practices in Canada and existing research on the most effective means of implementing pedestrian crossing control.  We hope to be able to secure sufficient funds to launch the project within the next few months and to deliver an updated manual 12 to 18 months later.

We thank you for your interest in our work.

Yours sincerely,

Michel Gravel, P.Eng.,

Executive Director
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